
Dear WCSD Families:

I’m writing today to make you aware that our supply of proctored COVID tests is running low and a shortage of
these tests is making it difficult to restock our supply. As a result, if your child begins to display COVID-like
symptoms and you wish to have them tested, please check with your school nurse to see if a proctored home
test kit is available for you to pick up.

If your school cannot provide you with a proctored test, there are other options available for you to pursue.
COVID tests may be administered by pharmacies, urgent cares, doctor offices, and other medical facilities.
Documentation of negative test results provided by the testing facility should be given (or emailed) to the
school nurse upon the student's return.

Many locations also offer at-home testing kits that you can use. However, please remember that if a family
chooses to use a COVID home test, the test must be “proctored.” A proctored test has a telehealth
component, which allows the testing process to be observed by a live test proctor. The proctor will then provide
you with test result documentation that you can then send to the school. Some home self tests do not have this
proctored telehealth option available, so please make sure you are getting the correct kind of test. If you are
unable to obtain a proctored test, please contact the COVID nurse line at 614-797-5711 or by email at
WCSDnurse@westerville.k12.oh.us to discuss alternatives.

The testing guidelines from our local and state departments of health remain the same. Therefore, our health
procedures for students with COVID-like symptoms also remain unchanged. A student should stay home or will
be sent home from school if they exhibit any of the following COVID-like symptoms:

● Fever (100.4F or higher),
● New or worsening cough,
● Difficulty breathing,
● Sore throat,
● Loss of taste and/or smell,
● Diarrhea and/or vomiting, or
● New onset severe headache.

Families must select any one of the following three options that would allow their symptomatic student to return
to school:

● Obtain a COVID-19 test and provide written documentation of a negative test result. If a student tests
positive for COVID, please notify the school nurse immediately.

● Obtain an alternate diagnosis (i.e. strep throat, ear infection, cold virus, etc.) from a health care provider
and provide written documentation that the student may return to school.

● Stay at home until 5 days have passed (returning on the 6th day) since the symptom start date.

Finally, we encourage everyone to continue following those healthy habits that are proven to reduce all types of
illness, such as avoid close contact with people who are sick; stay at home when you are sick; cover your nose
and mouth when coughing or sneezing; avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth; and thoroughly wash your
hands frequently with soap and water.

If everyone continues to do their part as we head toward the end of cold and flu season, together we will have
achieved our goal of keeping children in school, receiving in-person instruction, for the entire year while
maintaining the health of our students and staff. I thank you in advance for your continued cooperation and
support of these efforts.

Sincerely,
Dr. John R. Kellogg
Superintendent


